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Rainfall for the month of December has been below -normal

Cool & wet at first for 8 of the last 10 years.
becoming drier

Jan. through Feb.

Seasonal Outlook for December to February (DJF) 2016/17
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Rainfall in most of the Caribbean is forecast to be above to normal for
the season Dec-Jan-Feb with the exception of Bahamas, Belize and
Cuba. The normal rainfall for St. Maarten ranges from 172.5 mm —
258.2 mm/ 7-10in.

December to January normally starts the dry season therefore heavy
showers occur less often. While in February there is an alternation of
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sunny and showery days mostly without heavy rainfall thus fewer December 2016 / January - Febryary 2017
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Temperatures for most of the Caribbean is forecast to be normal to above | = = = = =
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For the first week of December, sea surface temperature anomaly across
the Pacific Ocean was near —0.5C, the threshold for a weak
La Nina.

Models are now indicating that a weak La Nina will persist through Dec
-Jan-Feb and then weaken to a cool-neutral phase by the Mar-Apr-May
season.

[[A ]% above-normal temp.
% normal temperature
| B |% below-normal temp.
[20]

o T Caraean o e—-ca)
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a very intense dry season.
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Please note that all data was recorded at the Princess Juliana International Airport and may not necessarily reflect conditions at other points on country St Maarten. ||
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Rainfall for the month of November was within the normal range (85.3-169.9mm). A total of 145.3mm/5.7
inches were recorded with thirteen (13) rain days. Most of the rainfall was as a result of upper level troughs
and instability across the Region. There were two days which produce more than an inch of rainfall;
November 3" and 28™. Tropical storm Otto; the last storm of the season formed on the 21* in the Caribbean
Sea.
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: : The Maximum and minimum temperatures during
Total Rainfall 145.3 mm 5.7 in, the month of November were below-normal while
2016 Cumulative Rainfall | 661.1 mm 26.0 in. the average temperature was above-normal.
Max. 24-Hr. Rainfall November 3" | 38.1 mm/1.5in. |[The warmest day was the 11" with ail
average temperature of 28.9°C/84¢°F.
No. Rain Days
(>=1.0 mm) 13 days The day with the most sunshine hours was the 15t
(9hrs :42min).
No. Heavy Rain Days s5d
(>=10.0 mm) ays The day with the least sunshine hours was the 28t
No. Thunderstorm Days 3 days (0 hr: 00 min).
- . .
Avg. Wind Speed 7 kts. 8 mph The wmd!est day was the 24t with a daily
average wind speed of 12 kts. / 14 mph.
Max. Wind Gust November 5™ | 31 kts. / 36 mph
Skies were mostly Cloudy during the month of
Avg. Temperature 27.8°C 82 °F November.
Max. Temperature November 12" | 31.2°C/ 88 °F
Min. Temperature November 28™ | 22.2°C /72 °F

2016 Atlantic Hurricane Season

The 2016 Atlantic Hurricane Season officially came to
an end on November 30th. There were fifteen (15)

Month Number of storms
formed

named storms, seven (7) of which became hurricanes January 1

and three (3) were major hurricanes (Gaston,
Matthew & Nicole).

June

Based on the long term average, 2016 was an above

normal season. A normal season produces 12 named August
storms, 6 hurricanes and 3 major hurricanes. September

There were no notable impacts from any of the October

systems on St. Maarten this year.
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This newsletter is produced by the Meteorological Department of St. Maarten. We would appreciate your comments and feedback.
Kindly drop us a line at meteo@sintmaartengov.org , fax at (1 721) 545 2998 or call us at (1 721) 545 2024/ 545 4226.




