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Seasonal Outlook for October to December (OND) 2018 |
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Rainfall for the season Oct-Nov-Dec 2018, - ?‘\) 3 j”ml“’f‘““' -
is likely to be the usual or drier across the Lesser 30— L [B % below-normal rainfa

Antilles. The forecast is for the possibility of 3 to 6
wet spells and up to 4 very wet spells within that
period.

Within the 92 days of Oct-Nov-Dec, the normal
rainfall total for St. Maarten ranges from 307 mm —
499mm/ 12-20 in. with about 36-50 wet days. Oct.
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and Nov. are usually wet with frequent heavy Precipitation OUt;ZS':fW UrsCanbhea

showers while in Dec. there is usually a decrease in| °™ e o
shower activity. C\_RIC_O_F /b

This season rainfall totals and number of wet days ww W WPmbabf,ffyw(n,n,O,Mjﬂjﬁe,ymfjx L

are likely to be the usual or lower than usual on St. _— e —

Maarten. emmomonEEer

Temperature Forecast

A | % above-normal temperature

ol KJ\) T N |% novma temperstre Loy || Temperatures for both day and night across the
%belowmormaltemperature Caribbean are hkely to be warmer than usual,
except in Guyana.

" [/ In St. Maarten, temperatures for both day and

night are expected to be warmer than usual.

N 1 The forecast is for a 40% chance of having
at least 7 heat wave days this season. Most
heatwave days occur in October. Temperatures

"N 1 become comfortable from December to March.

Mean Temperature Outlook

sl for the Caribbean
October - November - December - 2018
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CARIBBEAN CLIMATE OUTLOOK FORUM

Heat wave days are days when it becomes
N | uncomfortably hot and humid. There were
eight (8) such days recorded in September.
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For more information on other Caribbean Outlooks go to http://rcc.cimh.edu.bb/long-range-forecasts/caricof-climate-outlooks/




ENSO FORECAST

(El Nifio Southern Oscillation)

In mid September 2018, the east-
central tropical Pacific waters reflected
Enso-neutral conditions with near to
slightly above average SST. The
subsurface water temperatures
continued to be above average.

ENSO FORECA.EI'“_EROBABILITIES
1%

Neutral
30%
The latest forecast models collectively

favour a weak El Nino development
(68%) this season and most likely
maintaining a weak strength through
the first half of 2019. An EIl Nino
Watch is in effect.

An EI Nino state will tend to tilt the
odds to drier conditions. Although this
effect is more dominant with stronger
El Nino phases.

El Nifio
69%
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Coral Bleaching Alert Level
Qutlook Weeks 5-8

Coral Bleaching Alert Leve
Dutlook Weeks 9-12

This newsletter is produced by the Meteorological Department of St. Maarten. We would appreciate your comments and feedback. Kindly drop us a line at
meteo@sintmaartengov.org or call us at (1721) 520 3312/ 545 4226.




Total Rainfall 91.7 mm 3.6in.
2018 Cumulative Rainfall | 525.1 mm 20.7 in.
Max. 24-Hr. Rainfall Sept.13™ | 21.1mm/ 0.8 in.
No. Rain Days

(>=1.0 mm) 12 days

No. Heavy Rain Days

(>=10.0 mm) 3 days

No. Thunderstorm Days 6 days

Avg. Wind Speed 6 kts. 7 mph
Avg. Temperature 29.0 °C 84 °F
Max. Temperature Sept. 10™ | 33.8°C/93°F
Min. Temperature Sept. 29" | 22.8°C/73°F

Rainfall for the month of August was below the
normal range (95-133mm). A total of 91.7 mm/
3.6 inches was recorded in twelve (12) rain
days. There were three (3) heavy rainfall days.

The 2018 Atlantic Hurricane Season |

The last update from the National Oceanic &
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) was for 9-13 named
storms, 4-7 hurricanes with 0-2 major hurricanes. An
average season produces 12 named storms, 6 hurricanes
and 3 major hurricanes.

So far we have had twelve (12) named storms, five (5) of
which have reached hurricane status and one (1) was a
major hurricane. Two hurricanes formed in July; Beryl and
Chris while two storms; Debby and Ernesto formed in
August. Florence, Gordon, Helene, Isaac, Joyce, Kirk and
Leslie formed in September. The next named storm will be
Michael.

As we approach the last two months of the season, (Oct.
& Nov.) we should not be complacent. Remain alert and
prepared to take action to protect life and property in the
event of any storm or hurricanes approaching our area.
Get credible information.

SEPTEMBER 2018 IN REVIEW

Maximum and daily average
temperatures were above
normal for the month of Sep-
tember while the minimum
was near normal.

Season
Sept.—Nov. 2018

Oct.— Dec. 2018

The warmest days were the
10", 19™ & 20™ with an av-
erage temperature of
29.9°C/86°F.

The day with the most sun-
shine hours was the 9"
(1Thrs :30min).

The day with the least sun-
shine hours was the 14"
(3hrs:42 min).

The longest dry spell was
nine (9) days from
September 3™ to 11" .

Nov.-Jan. 2018
Dec.-Feb. 2018
Jan.- Mar. 2019
Feb.—Apr. 2019
Mar.—May 2019
Apr.—Jun. 2019

May—Jul. 2019

The windiest day was the 13", with a daily
average wind speed of 14 kts. / 16 mph. The
highest gust on that day was 34 kts./39 mph

Year in Review (Oct. 2017 - Sept 2018)

For the last 12 months, rainfall has been below the
normal range. December, March ,(June, July and
September were below normal while November and
February were above the normal range. Overall there is a
deficit in the amount of rainfall for the past year.

Seasonal Review (Jul-Aug-Sept. 2018)

Total rainfall for the last 3 months was 223.2 mm this
amount was below the usual range (264-349mm). There
were seven (7) days with slightly heavy rainfall. (>10mm)

These last 3-months were drier than the same period in
2017.

2018 Atlantic Storms Names

Alberto Helene
Beryl Isaae
Chris Joyee
Bebby Iiple
Ernesto Leslie
Flerenee

Gordon

Please note that all data was recorded at the Princess Juliana International Airport and may not necessarily reflect conditions at other points on country St Maarten.
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Summary of Forecast for October to December 2018

Oct.-Nov-Dec., rainfall totals are expected to be lower than usual.

Both daytime and night-time temperatures are expected to be warmer than in most recent years.
Temperatures will get more comfortable from November.

Thermal stress is increasing on corals, it is expected that by the end of October thermal stress will
accumulate, however bleaching is not expected.

. 99.9 mm — .
Health Rainfall Total 180.9 mm

High temperatures with a peak in air humidity may
make it feel uncomfortable until the end of Avg No. of Rain days s G

October. This may cause heat stress in vulnerable

persons. Daily Average Temperature 28.20C 83°F
The presence of stagnant water after rainy events

may promote breeding of mosquitoes and lead to an || | Avg. Max. Temperature 31.4°C
increase in water borne diseases.

Episodes of Saharan dust may occur at this time | |Avg. Min. Temperature
ahead of tropical systems. In the event of Saharan

dust persons with respiratory illness are to take the || | Ayg. Daily Hours of Sunshine “
necessary precaution and be monitored.

Energy Sector

Need for power for cooling will continue to increase
until the end of October as day-time and night-time
temperatures are expected to be warmer than usual.

Agriculture

e Some irrigation may become necessary as rainfall
totals are expected to be below the average for this
time of year.

This newsletter is produced by the Meteorological Department of St. Maarten. We would appreciate your comments and feedback. Kindly drop us a line at
meteo@sintmaartengov.org , fax at (1 721) 545 2998 or call us at (1 721) 545 2024/ 545 4226.




